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INTRODUCTION

In general, SGIGs will need to work through a data steward to access data on their populations from external
data sources. Data stewards are individuals, departments, or organizations responsible for the storage,
protection, and proper use of data. Data stewards implement the decisions of the data governing body.

DATA STEWARD PROTOCOLS

For data that is already held with a regional First Nations or Inuit data steward,* the data request will follow
the data governance protocol set out by the data steward. If the data has been originally sourced from an
external government department, the data steward may have to abide with the rules set out by the
department in order to share this data with requesting communities, including SGIGs.

The data steward protocol will include the data access form

which details what is being requested, the governance Data Access Request
body(ies) that review the data request, the format in which
data can be shared (e.g., aggregate or row level, cell size Requestor information
Project overview — purpose,
background, partners

Description of data requested

suppression, geographic limitations), and the responsibilities
that the requestor will have when using and disseminating

data (e.g., report publishing, and provision of reports back to

the data steward). Preparing data is labour intensive and Knowledge dissemination plan

often the data steward has limited resources to direct to Data security and privacy

e Gn > B9

filling requests. The requestor should be prepared to wait Risks and concerns

for a period of months depending on the complexity and
urgency of the data requested.

JURISDICTIONS WITH DATA LINKAGE PROTOCOLS

In the jurisdictions that have established data linkage protocols between government departments and the
representative data steward, there may be an opportunity to request data directly from government,
whereby First Nations data is newly created through a data linkage between a demographic file containing
First Nations information and the government database. In this case, the data steward, which represents the
data interests for all First Nations in the region, will play an integral role, as it may sit on a bipartite or
tripartite governing body that handles such requests. The process is similar to the one described above, but
may be more complex due to the need for an information sharing agreement (ISA) between government and
the requestor (or the data steward on behalf of the requestor). An ISA documents what information will be
shared amongst who and for what purpose. An ISA can also set out the way information is shared and
undoubtedly will be lengthier than a simple data request due to the data linkage requirement.

LFor example, regional data stewards for the Regional Health Survey are: BC First Nations Health Authority; First
Nations Health and Social Secretariat of Manitoba; Nunatsiavut Government, Council of Yukon First Nations and
Dene Nation.
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In addition, the data request will go to the bipartite/tripartite governing body, rather than directly to the data
steward.

ISA Sample Table of Contents

e Preamble

e Definitions

o Objectives

e Information / Data to be Shared

e Use of information / Data

e Information / Data Sharing Mechanism
e Data Ownership

e Publication and Dissemination

e Confidentiality and Security

e Information Retention and Disposal
e Intellectual Property

e Duration and Renewal

e End/Termination of Agreement
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